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The Commonwealth of The Bahamas has suffered tremen-
dous damage and losses from the effects of tropical cyclones
over the years. We must take adequate precautions to avoid
and minimize losses when hurricanes threaten. We must pray
for the best, but prepare for the worst.

It is your responsibility to be prepared during the hurricane
season. This booklet advises on precautions to be followed at
the start of the hurricane season and explains actions that
you, your family and friends should take when a tropical storm
or hurricane threatens or strikes The Bahamas. You will find
guides on what to do at each phase of a tropical storm or
hurricane along with emergency supplies that should be
stored, shelter arrangements and contacts.

If you do not prepare and do not follow warnings and adviso-
ries, you will not only be risking your life and the lives of those
you love, but will also be putting the lives of others at risk.

We trust that you will find this booklet useful.

Remember - Be Disaster Resilient and Be Prepared!

Coptain Stsphon W Rusecltf
Director, NEMA

SHELTERS

If your house or accommodation is in a low-lying area,
on the beach, or inadequately prepared for storm/
hurricane force winds and storm surges, you should
evacuate to a safer location or to the nearest shelter.
NEMA will broadcast information via local radio and
television stations about when the shelters will be
open.

Before leaving your home turn off electricity and gas
and inform your family of your evacuation plan. If an
evacuation order is given, move quickly but without
panic.

A listing of the shelters can be obtained from NEMA's
Headquarters, Department of Social Services and the
Administrator’'s Office in your Family Island district.

Emergency Numbers

Accident & Emergency (PMH) - 326-7014
Doctors Hospital Ambulance Services - 302-4747
Red Cross - 323-7370

BEC Power Outage - 323-5561/4

Water & Sewerage - 325-4504

BTC Repairs - 225-5282

Police - 919/ 911/ 322 - 4444

Crisis Centre - 328-0922

National Hotline - 322-2763 / 422-2763
BASRA - 325-8864

Department of Social Services - 604-4200
Family Island Hotline - 242-300-0144
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Repairs

= Make temporary repairs to correct safety hazards
and minimize further damage. This may include
covering holes in the roof, walls or windows and
debris removal.

= Take photographs of all damage before repairs and
try to keep receipts for insurance purposes.

= After assessing damage to your home, contact the
Ministry of Works for information on required permits.
Permits are always required for any kind of demoli-
tion or permanent repairs, reconstruction, roofing,
filing and other types of site development. Report
any illegal development to the Ministry of Works.

= Local ordinances permit dumping only at designated
sites to avoid environmental degradation. Report all
dumping.

Water Precautions

Whenever widespread flooding occurs, there is a
potential for bacterial contamination. Bacteria, such as
salmonella, can lead to life threatening dehydration for
people and their pets if untreated by antibiotics.
Disinfect any tap water you drink or use for cooking or
cleaning. You must purify the tap water until officials
notify you of its safety. Bring water to a rolling boil for a
full 10 minutes or use chemicals {eight drops of chlorine
bleach or iodine per gallon) or water purification tablets,

THIS GLIDE INCLUDES INFORMATION ON:

Understanding Advisories
Hurricane Hazards
What Damage You Can Expect
Protecting Your Home
What To Do As A Storm Approaches
Disaster Supplies Kit
Advice For Older Adults and Homebound Patients
Tips For Hotel Operators
Tips For Fishermen & Farmers
Protecting Your Business
Your Pet Survival Plan

What To Do After A Storm

Shelters

as directed et the water sit-at feast 10 minutes before
using. Water you saved in clean containers before the
storm will be fine for 2 — 3 weeks. To be sure, add two
drops of chlorine or icdine per gallon before drinking.
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UNDERSTANDING ADVISORIES

Advisories warn us of impending danger from
severe weather. We need to listen to them so that
we can do the right things at the right times.

TROPICAL STORM ALERT: Within 60 hours, a tropical
storm (34-73 mph) is likely to hit.

TROPICAL STORM WATCH: Within 48 hours, a tropical
storm (34-73 mph) is likely to hit.

TROPICAL STORM WARNING: Within 36 hours, a tropical
storm (34-73 mph) is likely to hit.

TROPICAL STORM ALL-CLEAR: The storm has left the
area, but caution should prevail.

HURRICANE ALERT: Within 60 hours, a hurricane
(winds over 73 mph) is likely to hit.

HURRICANE WATCH: Within 48 hours, a hurricane
(winds
over 73 mph) is likely to hit.

HURRICANE WARNING: Within 36 hours, a hurricane
(winds over 73 mph) is likely to hit.

HURRICANE ALL-CLEAR: The hurricane has left the ar-
ea, but caution should prevail. You must wait to hear an all-
clear before you leave your house or shelter accommoda-
tions.

(Caution: The times given above are guidelines; sudden
changes in the storm can cause variations.)

« Beware of snakes, insects or animals driven to
higher ground by floods.

= Enter your home with caution. Open windows and
doors to ventilate and dry your home.

- If there has been flooding, have an electrician
inspect your home or office before turning on the
breaker.

- Be careful with fire. Do not strike a match until you
are sure there are no breaks in gas lines. Avoid
candles. Use battery-operated flashlights and
lanterns instead.

= Keep grills outdoors in a well-ventilated area.

« Use your telephone only for emergencies to keep
lines open for emergency communications.

Generators

Generators can run appliances and fans. Sizes range
from 750 watts which will run a fan and a light, up to 8000
which will practically run a house (expect for the air
conditioner). Refrigerators require 400-1000 watts. If you
have lost power, don’'t connect a portable generator to
building wiring unless the unit has been installed and
inspected by licensed electrician (this could injure or Kill
neighbours or electrical repair crews). Plug appliances,
etc., directly into the generator, place generator outdoors
or in a well-ventilated area. Don't forget to check the oil
every time you add fuel. Conserve fuel by alternating
appliances. For example, refrigerators can be kept cool by
supplying power eight hours a day.
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